
Divine Worship 
May 10, 2020
Easter V  
Mother’s Day 

“Amen, I tell you, the one who       

believes in me will also do the works        

that I do and, in fact, will do greater         

works than these..”  

-Jesus of Nazareth in the Gospel of John.

Introduction 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes 

Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his 

Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the 

world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the 

one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear 

witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

Welcome and Thanksgiving for Baptism 

At Home: Use a bowl of water to make the sign of the cross, the sign 

marked at baptism, one the foreheads of one another. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water is poured into the font as the pastor gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 



for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Apostolic Greeting 

 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 

us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, 

and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60, 8:1 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so 

that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does 

more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he 

becomes the first martyr of the faith. 



Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see 

the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 

57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 

against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone 

him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named 

Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

8:1 And Saul approved of their killing him. 

That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and 

all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea 

and Samaria. 2Devout men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over 

him. 3But Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; 

dragging off both men and women, he committed them to prison. 

 

Meditation on the Acts of the Apostles 

 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 

  deliver me | in your righteousness. 

 2Incline your | ear to me; 

  make haste to de- | liver me. 

 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and 

my stronghold; 

  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 

 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 

  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 

 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 

  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 

 15My times are | in your hand; 



  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | 

persecute me. 

 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our 

lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and 

declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 

precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:  

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 

8and  

 “A stone that makes them stumble, 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 10Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy. 

Gospel: John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his 

disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before 

them and act on their behalf. 



[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 

God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 

places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 

for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 

take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you 

know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, 

we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus 

said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 

From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 

9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 

do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 

say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; 

but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 

because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who 

believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 

works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever 

you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in 

my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

 

Mission Moment  Stanley “Spike” Ernstweiler 

 

Hymn 



 



Prayers of Intercession 

 

Remember in your prayers and with acts of kindness: 

 

John Weakland (Brian Weakland’s Father) 

Zoia “Charlie” Foster (Pastor’s niece) 

Al Wenzel (Friends of Oberndorf family, Hospitalized with Covid19) 

The Family of Sean Gustwiller (Friends of Courtney Kochuba) 

The Family of Charles Powers (Friends of the Meusel family who died from 

Covid19) 

The Family of Richard Altomare 

 

Funeral Services done by our congregation for the community because of 

Covid 19 crisis: 

 

The Family of Barbara Wolfshorndl  

The Family of Rosa Reyes  

The Family of Florence Dombrowsky 

 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the 

people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. 

Continually strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. 

We pray especially for new congregations and those in redevelopment. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and 

awe for the world you have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, 

tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces that both destroy and create. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and 

other organizations as they prepare places for those seeking refuge and 

safety (aid organizations may be named). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed 

down by many troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and 

carry their burdens (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the 

safe pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with 

infertility and miscarriage. We give thanks for all who have shown mothering 

care, and we remember all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us 

faith to take hold of the promise of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we 

pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 



 

Postlude 

 

Announcements 

 
 

Let the Children Come 

Children love building with their hands. Often when children are little, adults 

work with them building large and tall block structures. Together, children 

and adults build more intricate structures than children can alone. By 

working together, the adult constructs a learning scaffold around the 

children so that one day very soon children build a similar structure all by 

themselves. In our gospel today, the disciples struggle with how to build 

God’s kingdom without Jesus there in human form. The scaffold Jesus 

provided seems to have been torn away. Yet Jesus knows his followers 

possess within all he has taught them. It’s now time for them to take a few 

baby steps into leading others in building God’s kingdom. In today’s second 

reading, the apostle Peter reminds fellow believers to come to Jesus to be 

built into God’s people. Peter became a scaffold for God’s grace for others. 

We can too! 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416 

Friday, May 8, 2020 

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that 

she later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a 

classic of medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was the 

meaning of religious experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the 

purpose of love. 

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF) 

Friday, May 8, 2020 



Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of 

Mauritania was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the 

persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan. 

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, 

died 1760 

Saturday, May 9, 2020 

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on 

Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions 

emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participated in these missions, 

and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 

Matthias, Apostle 

Thursday, May 14, 2020 

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a 

replacement for the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the 

followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's ministry. Formerly commemorated 

on February 24, Matthias's celebration is moved to May 14 in agreement 

with most Western calendars. 

 


