St. Matthew Trinity Lutheran Church

L.Y.N.
Love. Your. Neighbor.
Masked and Vaxed!
Divine Worship
Sunday, October 17, 2021
Pentecost XXI
Welcome to Worship
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout the world are not able
to gather for worship as we once did. Until the time of danger has passed, we
adapt our worship to be a safer environment. Please mask when talking to others
who are masked and to children. Fewer hymns are presented and singing is done
quietly while seated. God delights in our praise when we do so with the love for
others as a priority.

Introduction
Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, leading
to Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus
makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct challenge to
the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others is what makes you
great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and
oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame transformed
to be the sign of great honor and service.

Apostolic Greeting II Cor 13:14
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
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Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth.
Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings and Psalm
First Reading: Isaiah 53:4-12
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant
songs.” Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of Christian
faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are understood to be
fulfilled in the life and death of Christ.
A reading from Isaiah.
Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.
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When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
Word of G-d. Word of Life.
Thanks be to G-d.

Dismissal of Children to Sunday School
Psalm: Psalm 91:9-16
You have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your habitation. (v:9)
9 Because you have made the | Lord your refuge,
and the Most High your | habitation,
10 no evil | will befall you,
nor shall affliction come | near your dwelling.
11 For God will give the angels charge | over you,
to guard you in | all your ways.
12 Upon their hands they will | bear you up,
lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. R
13 You will tread upon the lion | cub and viper;
you will trample down the lion | and the serpent.
14 I will deliver those who | cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they | know my name.
15 They will call me, and I will | answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and | honor them.
16 With long life will I | satisfy them,
and show them | my salvation. R

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-10
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented as
the great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering and
death he has become the source of eternal salvation.
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A reading from Hebrews.
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this
he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does
not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by
the one who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because
of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what
he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the
order of Melchizedek.
Word of G-d. Word of Life. Thanks be to G-d.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Mark 10:35-45
The Gospel according to Mark.
Thanks to you, O Lord.
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher,
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you
want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand
and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be
baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those
for whom it has been prepared.”
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.
But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Meditation
Hymn
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Prayers of Intercession
Joys & Thanksgiving We give glory to God for the goodness in our lives! Join us
in celebrating the below:
●
● Our members celebrating birthdays in October: Jennifer Meusel, Melissa Long.
Terri Matteo, Joseph Miles, Rylee Till, Andy Fundinger, and Lulu Obaditch
Concerns Remember in your prayers and with acts of kindness:
● Karin Garcia and her fiancé as they work on legalization of his move to the US
and their successful future together in all of their ventures.
● James Bickford (Cousin of Irene Murray)
● Pamella, Katrina and Zoia “Charlie” Foster (Pastor’s niece)
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● Florence Thorne (Rebeka Schleifer's future mother-in-law) and her family as
they cope with her diagnosis
● Janet Knox (Mindy Rostal’s cousin) who is sick and struggling without a
diagnosis
● The Krayer family (Joel’s uncle’s family) while they struggle with the illnesses of
two family members. We pray especially for Barbara Anne and Joanne.
● Linda (Courtney's close family friend) who is in the hospital
● Anne Muir (friend of Irene Murray's)
● Corlelda Burrell (member) recovering from a fall several weeks ago
● Herman Schroeder (Irene Murray's cousin)
● Connie Landon (Matt Hummel's aunt) as she battles cancer
● Anne Nelson (Leslie Neve's instructor/friend) as she battles recurrent cancer
● Martha Catel
● Pete Calas (Max’s Nephew)
● Patrick and Erin (Melissa Long’s family)
● Karen & Gene Telker (Kimberly Telker’s parents)
● Jim Saha (friend of Leslie Neve) diagnosed with cancer
● Sheila (friend of Leslie Neve)
Those in our community lost to COVID-19 and the more than 2,300 in Hudson
County, 724,000 deaths in our country, and those who suffer worldwide: Gilberto
and Janet (friends of pastor), Francis, Dawn (friends of Dan Stoll), Charles (friend of
the Meusel family), Rosa (funeral by our parish), Richie (friend from our neighborhood),
Barbara (funeral by our parish), Dawn (family of Pamela Pater-Ennis), Arthur
(member), Florence (funeral by our parish), John (friend of Courtney Kochuba), Jaime
(friend of our parish), Raymond (friend of Leslie Neve), Teresa (friend of Beatriz
Ocampo), Denise (member at St. John, JC), Mirabeau (pastor’s cousin), and Will
(pastor’s friend).
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all
of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who carry
on the servant ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon all who are
discerning calls to ministry in its many forms and equip them with your gifts. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
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Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures, we
praise you. Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild horses,
dolphins, and all living things flourish as you intend. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a servant’s
heart, we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence, persecution,
discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create places of refuge for all
people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we praise you.
Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, cancer, diabetes,
dementia, or any illness (especially), that all may be healed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we praise you.
Strengthen and encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers, counters,
committee and group leaders, teachers, students, evangelists, singers, builders,
nurturers, and all who serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your
gospel. Through the witness of your saints (especially Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch),
continue to inspire us with hope until we all are gathered at your eternal feast. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands;
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. Amen

Peace
Announcements
MEAL
Dialogue and Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Although our
road has been stony going, you have given us the power to stand firm in the face of
wickedness and to rejoice in triumph over death and the grave. And so, with the
multitude from east and west, from north and south, with choirs of angels and
archangels and all the company of heaven, we lift our voices in their unending hymn:

Sanctus
♪Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All creation sings your reign in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, Sing Hosanna Praises!
Blest is the one who bears your Holy name.

Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
in the beginning you formed the heavens and earth
and created us in your likeness
You made us guardians of your good creation and left the earth in our care.
All through our weary years and our silent tears,
you did not abandon us to ourselves, but sought us out in love.
When we were captives in Egypt, you did not abandon us.
When we wandered in the wilderness, you did not abandon us.
When we turned to false gods, you did not abandon us.
Through your holy prophets you called us to return
to your graciousness, to your mercy, and to your steadfast love.
In the crowning act of love you gave your only Son,
that whoever believes in him will have eternal life.
For you sent Jesus not to condemn the world,
but to save the world from our brokenness.
Through his death on the cross, we who were once far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
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and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup, we remember Christ’s life among us;
his association with outcasts, his eating with sinners,
his healing of the sick, his care for the poor.
Send, we pray, your Holy Spirit
upon us and upon this bread and wine,
that we who share this meal
may become a holy communion, in the world.
Through our friend Jesus,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen
Lord remember us in your glory and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespasses against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Lord we are not worthy to come unto you,
But only say the word and we shall be healed.

Communion
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray,
Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood
you turn broken bread into lives made whole.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy and singing,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
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in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing (Colosians 3:12-18 )
People of God,
you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor as yourself.
Thanks be to God.

Thoughts On Stewardship
“For me, giving is a response. I give because so much has been freely given to me, by
God and by the people of St. Matthew Trinity.” …Mark Singleton

Serving in Worship
The Rev. Gary C. LeCroy, D.Min. Pastor
Matthew Hummel, Music Minister
Leslie Neve, Assistant
Leslie Neve and Melissa Long, Lectors
Rebeka Schleifer and Mark Singleton, Cantors
Melissa Long, Communion Assistant

Upcoming Commemorations
Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582 Friday, October 15
A mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which she
belonged, Teresa may also be commemorated with John of the Cross on December 14.
Latino Christians traditionally remember her on this date.
Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, died around 115 Sunday, October 17
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Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name "Christians"
originated. Ignatius is known to us from his letters, which encouraged Christians to live
in love, yet stand firm in true doctrine.
Luke, Evangelist Monday, October 18
Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of
Jesus' life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us some of the most
beloved parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon.
James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 Saturday, October 23
One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New
Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain
whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem.
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